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From the Bank, 
 
As you read this the racing season is in full throttle and the ICF Championships will be on the way to 
the results page. Those of you that have set a good safari finish as your goal for 2009 are eyeing 
water levels and putting an extra layer of carbon on the hull.  For those of you paddling the lower 
river the number and size of the gators are well worth the trip. There is a full slate of races coming 
up throughout the summer; Tommy is organizing the Solo Championships again this year. They are 
scheduled to start at Staples on May 16th; Grady has announced the USCA Championships are to be 
held back in Huntsville on July 18th  and Bob is directing the State Aluminum Championship Races 
this year, the races will be held on the Colorado August  22nd. We are looking forward to a 
competitive field at all the races where all comers are welcome, regardless of your skill level.  A 
hard lesson to learn in canoe racing is that if you put it on the line, at some point your going to get 
beat (with apologies to Serge). The other side to that coin is your also going to get better.  
Tim Curry is to be congratulated for organizing a solid spring cleanup effort and thanks go out to all 
those that participated. 
 
In the next few weeks the membership will be presented with an opportunity to include “Kayak” in 
some form in the TCRA name. This will be a total membership vote and it will be laid out for 
discussion following the April board meeting.  The reasoning behind a possible change is twofold. 
We need to provide name recognition in our title to include an important racing discipline that has 
been part of our club for many years and secondly, to reinforce the commitment the club has to 
provide championship racing venues to a rapidly expanding part of our sport that we need to support. 
The website transition is in its final stages and we all need to take advantage of this important 
communication tool.  The effort to make the change has been extreme and we appreciate the 
membership’s patience throughout this process.  
 
 The TCRA Website does not just happen and the club needs to determine what method it 
would like to see used in the future to maintain the website and allow it to stand through 
changes of membership and volunteers.  Its purpose as a functional communication tool is 
invaluable. Cindy spent many uncountable hours (weeks+) of her own time updating and 
maintaining our old site. Mike has continued her efforts by creating the new site and helping 
the club take ownership of the associated entities.  Now that the site is in place we need to take 
whatever steps are necessary to ensure its uninterrupted continuance. 
I have attended the last three National USCA meetings and have watched our national level 
companion organization struggle with the same Website problems that we face.  This is a club 
responsibility and not an individual task easily passed on. The TCRA board will be having 
discussion on what direction the website management should take to ensure its continued 
uninterrupted service to the membership in the future, including using an outside vendor.  
Please weigh in on this. 
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I would like to make a couple of comments on the points system.  First, Lee has really stepped up his 
efforts to keep us all accountable by asking us to submit our results in a timely accurate manner. 
This should help resolve a lot of the end of year problems.  Please support his efforts. Second the 
two tier system only impacts those racers who choose to declare themselves as Cat One racers or 
those that won a Category Two division last year.  As the two tier program only has been in effect a 
short time, there are just a few racers who are asked to race up under the program. Due to the small 
number of racers moving up the first year, I am going to ask the board to waive this requirement for 
2009 at the April Board meeting. We will inform those members affected by the decision.  
 
Be Safe PB 
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2009 ICF State Championships  
 

    

. 

Mens Open 4 laps    
. 

Johan Dahl  1:12:04   

. 

John Baltzell  1:12:25   

. 

Brad Pennington  1:16:56   

. 

Kenny McNair  1:16:59   

. 

Tommy Yonley  1:18:37   

. 

Murray Hunkin  1:20:23   

. 

Mike Rendon  1:16:50   

. 

    

. 

Womens Open 4 laps    
. 

Erin Magee  1:38:12   

. 

    

. 

Mens Masters 3 laps    
. 

Mike Drost  1:03:40   

. 

William Myers  1:07:00   

. 

Rusty Herbert  DNF   
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Date Saturday Date Sunday
4-Apr San Marcos River Relays 5-Apr

11-Apr 12-Apr
18-Apr ICF State Championship Race 19-Apr
25-Apr The Zedler Mill Classic 26-Apr
2-May Texas River Marathon 3-May Barrier to Bay
9-May ICF Word Team Trials (Georgia) 10-May ICF Word Team Trials (Georgia)

16-May
Texas River Championship
2009 USCA Alum Nationals (IL)

17-May
Des Plains River Canoe Marathon (IL)

23-May 24-May
30-May 31-May

6-Jun Great Castelle Kayak Race 7-Jun
13-Jun Texas Water Safari 14-Jun Texas Water Safari
20-Jun 21-Jun
27-Jun 28-Jun Yukon River Quest Starts 6/29

4-Jul 5-Jul
11-Jul 12-Jul
18-Jul USCA State Championship Race 19-Jul Yukon 1000 Starts 7/20
25-Jul Ausable (MI) 26-Jul
1-Aug Neches Wilderness 2-Aug
8-Aug Missouri River 340 8/4-8/9 9-Aug Missouri River 340 8/4-8/9

15-Aug 16-Aug
22-Aug Aluminum State Championship Race
29-Aug 30-Aug

5-Sep Colorado River 100 6-Sep Colorado River 100
12-Sep Dickinson Canoe and Kayak?? 13-Sep

19-Sep
Jr. Texas Water Safari
Trinity River Challenge

20-Sep

26-Sep 27-Sep
3-Oct Come and Take It 

10-Oct 11-Oct
17-Oct Los dos Laredos 18-Oct
24-Oct Fall Clean up 25-Oct
31-Oct Martindale Triathlon 1-Nov
7-Nov Big River Festival 8-Nov

14-Nov Dickinson Bayou Brawl 15-Nov
5-Dec San Marcos Solo 6-Dec

13-Dec 14-Dec
20-Dec 21-Dec
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REGISTRATION FOR ZEDLER MILL CLASSIC CANOE RACE 
5h Annual - Saturday, April 25, 2009 – San Marcos River – Luling, Texas 
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2009 TCRA Points - Arpil 2009 Includes Point Races through the San Marcos Relays

Paddler SumOfTotal SumOfUSCA SumOfSolo SumOfOther Youth/Open Male/Female TCRA Member SumOfCategory 1
Sarah Rask 50 28 0 22 Youth Female 2009
Tommy Yonley 49 16 16 17 Open Male 2009
Adnan Abbasi 47 29 0 18 Youth Male
Joshua Winkler 45 16 0 29 Youth Male
Michael DeGray 38 20 0 18 Youth Male
Frank Gray 35 35 0 0 Open Male 2009
Sarah Coe 35 14 0 21 Youth Female
Roy Tyrone 32 31 0 1 Open Male 2007
Clay Tuller 32 13 0 19 Youth Male
John Baltzell 31 0 7 24 Open Male 2008 7
Laura Sweeney 31 12 0 19 Youth Female
Lynn Poole 30 29 0 1 Open Male 2009
Teddy Gray 30 30 0 0 Open Female 2009
Conner Sisco 30 15 0 15 Youth Male
Melinda Zeek 30 8 0 22 Youth Female 2008
Philip Rask 29 16 0 13 Youth Male 2009
Austin Sisco 28 12 0 16 Youth Male
Jordan Tuller 27 10 0 17 Youth Male
Daniel Zeek 26 14 0 12 Youth Male 2008
Stephanie McFerren 24 16 0 8 Youth Female
Erin Magee 24 0 16 8 Open Female 2009 16
Brad Pennington 24 0 24 0 Open Male 2007 8
Addie Dollinger 23 15 0 8 Youth Female
Randy Kissling 23 22 0 1 Open Male 2008
Mike Rendon 22 0 7 15 Open Male 2009
Johan Dahl 22 0 0 22 Open Male 2008
Wade Binion 21 16 0 5 Open Male 2008
William Zeek 21 7 0 14 Youth Male 2008
Dodd Yeager 21 8 0 13 Youth Male 2010
Sara Tindall-Wright 19 5 0 14 Youth Female
Tom Wilkinson 19 0 0 19 Open Male 2009
Mike Drost 19 0 0 19 Open Male 2009
Joshua Zeek 18 8 0 10 Youth Male 2008
Nicolas Couté 18 0 14 4 Open Male 2008 14
Mike Brooks 17 0 0 17 Open Male
Morgan Kohut 17 0 16 1 Open Female 2009
Stephanie McFerren 16 16 0 0 Open Female
Kyle Mynar 16 0 0 16 Open Male
Jonathan Rask 16 7 0 9 Youth Male 2009
Anna Southard 16 0 0 16 Youth Female
Pete Binion 16 8 0 8 Open Male 2009
Nathan Jackson 15 0 0 15 Youth Male
Scott Weinert 15 0 15 0 Open Male
Sandy Trainum 15 0 15 0 Open Female 2008
Jim Allen 15 8 0 7 Youth Male
Mike Anderson 15 7 0 8 Open Male
Rebekah Zeek 15 15 0 0 Open Female 2008
Rebekah Zeek 15 6 0 9 Youth Female 2008
Bruce Trainum 15 0 12 3 Open Male 2008 5
Rachel Thompson 14 8 0 6 Youth Female
Peter Lang 14 7 0 7 Youth Male
Rosemary Coe 14 7 0 7 Youth Female
Jonathan Zeek 14 7 0 7 Youth Male 2007
Shawn Boyett 14 0 7 7 Open Male 2008
John Bugge 14 0 0 14 Open Male 2009
Grady Reed 13 0 0 13 Open Male 2009
David Bartell 13 0 5 8 Open Male
McKinlee Lewis 13 7 0 6 Youth Male
Verity Zeek 13 8 0 5 Youth Female 2008
Kyle McCloud 13 6 0 7 Youth Male
Elijah Wade 12 2 0 10 Youth Male
Ginsie Stauss 12 0 0 12 Open Female 2009
Murray Hunkin 12 0 12 0 Open Male 2008 12
Jamie Norman 12 6 0 6 Youth Female
Tim Curry 12 0 0 12 Open Male 2008
Tina DeGray 12 4 0 8 Youth Female
Tim Robinson 11 8 0 3 Youth Male
Brady Bynum 11 8 0 3 Youth Male
Isaac Early 11 3 0 8 Youth Male
Ethan Southard 11 4 0 7 Youth Male
David Rulis 11 0 11 0 Open Male
Seth Dill 11 3 0 8 Youth Male
Peter Rask 10 7 3 0 Open Male 3
Jeff Glock 10 0 0 10 Open Male 2008
Mac mccann 10 0 0 10 Open Male
Lee Deviney 10 0 8 2 Open Male 2009
Cecile Bugge 10 0 0 10 Youth Female
Phil Meyer 10 0 0 10 Open Male 2009
Rusty Herbert 10 0 10 0 Open Male 2009 10  
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Kenny McNair 9 0 8 1 Open Male
John Erskine 9 0 0 9 Open Male 2008
Bob Spain 9 7 0 2 Open Male 2009
Debbie Richardson 9 0 0 9 Open Female 2009
Julia Howard 9 8 0 1 Youth Female
Sheila Reiter 9 0 0 9 Open Female 2008
Boyd Hay 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Kyle Anderson 8 0 0 8 Youth Male
Maryln Cole 8 0 0 8 Open Female
Brandon Stafford 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Ian Hall 8 0 0 8 Youth Male
Kevin Bradley 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2007
Leslie Maier 8 7 0 1 Youth Female
Jay Daniel 8 8 Open Male 2009
Knox Worde 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Kristin Gibson 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Jonathan Yonley 8 8 Open Male
Misty Andrews 8 8 Open Female
Mike Simmons 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2010
Monica Dubon 8 8 Open Female
Kellie Gay 8 8 Open Female
Ken Startz 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2008
Nancy Poole 8 8 Open Female 2009
Jerry Cochran 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2008
Matt Stone 8 0 0 8 Youth Male
Jeremiah Jackson 8 8 0 0 Open Male
Andrew Condie 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2009
John Stockwell 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2007
Anthony Dial 8 8 Open Male
Bailey Radcliffe 8 7 0 1 Youth Male
Jim Weber 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Mike Anderson 8 0 0 8 Youth Male
Keren Vana 8 8 Open Female
Donn Kouwe 8 8 Open Female
Carlton Hall 8 0 0 8 Youth Male
James Green 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Gary Gibson 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Cait Pomeroy 8 0 8 0 Open Female 2007
Taber Hersum 8 8 Open Male
Ginger Turner 8 0 0 8 Open Female 2008
Fred Mynar 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2009
Chris Adams 8 0 8 0 Open Male
Darryl Jiral 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Linda Cochran 8 0 0 8 Open Female 2008
Henry Dornak 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2006
CJ Hall 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Coby Brown 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Edward Blum 8 0 0 8 Open Male
Samantha Hilker 8 0 0 8 Open Female
Sammy Prochaska 8 0 0 8 Open Male 2012

Other TCRA Members 
with Less Than 8 
Points SumOfTotal SumOfUSCA SumOfSolo SumOfOther Youth/Open Male/Female TCRA Member SumOfCategory 1
Carole Penning 7 7 Open Female 2009
Scott Johnson 7 7 Open Male 2008
Zoltan Mraz 7 6 1 0 Open Male 2009
Kathy Derrick 7 7 0 0 Open Female 2008
Richard Ameen 7 0 0 7 Open Male 2008
Richard Steppe 7 7 0 0 Open Male 2009 0
Jason Mittman 7 0 0 7 Open Male 2008
Kent Harlan 6 6 Open Male 2009
Robin Lashway 6 6 Open Male 2009
Mike Stinson 6 0 0 6 Open Male 2009
Jason Locke 6 6 Open Male 2009
Sandy Yonley 5 5 0 0 Open Female 2009
Holly Orr 5 5 0 0 Open Female 2009
Chris Stevenson 4 0 3 1 Open Male 2008
James Bishop 4 0 0 4 Open Male 2009
John Dupont 4 0 0 4 Open Male 2008
William Myers 4 0 0 4 Open Male 2008
Phil Bowden 4 0 0 4 Open Male 2009
Denise Scioli 3 0 0 3 Open Female 2009
Gary Kohut 3 0 0 3 Open Male 2009
Cindy Meurer 3 0 0 3 Open Female 2009
Curt Slaten 2 0 0 2 Open Male 2009
Santo Albright 2 0 0 2 Open Male 2009
Grady Hicks 2 0 1 1 Open Male 2008
David Bean 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
Don Walls 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
Axel Thomsen 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2007
Aidan Branch 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
John Joseph 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
Michael Mcguire 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
Paul Penning 1 0 0 1 Open Male 2009
David Pomeroy 0 0 0 0 Open Male 2007  
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 ���AAndrew Soles, Becky Burris, Bill 

Corrigan, Bill Fick, Clayton Cole, Dan Grubbs, Dave Buckley, Dave Lewis, Ed Sharp, Fiona Vincent, Frédéric Blais, Glen Green, Jack 

Toth, Jeff Owen, Jeff Shenberger, Kaitlyn McElroy, Ken Kieffer, Kim & Ed Greiner, Larry Castillo, Lloyd Reeves, Lynn Capen, Neil Hanks, 

Priscilla Reinertsen, Rick Lorenzen, Ron Kaiser, Stan Machacek, Veronica Wisniewski, and William McDuffieB� �����������
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 Name  Split Time Team Time.  Overall Pl 

. 

Tommy Yonley  2:18:29  6:37:09  1   
. 

Kyle Mynar  2:26:36  6:37:09  1   
. 

Mike Rendon  1:52:04  6:37:09  1   
. 

Mike Drost  2:40:34  7:25:43  2   
. 

Erin Magee  2:42:37  7:25:43  2   
. 

Scott Johnson  2:02:32  7:25:43  2   
. 

Jason Locke  2:35:36  7:40:04  3   
. 

Kent Harlan  2:54:52  7:40:04  3   
. 

Phil Meyer  2:09:36  7:40:04  3   
. 

Clay Wyatt  3:06:03  8:33:45  4   
. 

Grady Reed  2:56:11  8:33:45  4   
. 

Wes Wyatt  2:31:31  8:33:45  4   
. 
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�
www.uscanoe.com/Pubs2009/2009RaceSchedule.pdf 
�
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The River Guru’s demands have finally been met by the 
TRCA and the TWS, so the Hotline is back.  The powers-
that-be have quadrupled my salary and officially moved 
me from Wannabe status to Has-been.  Let that be a 
lesson:  Just ask, and it’s yours for the taking.  The RG’s 
negotiating skills were pushed to the limit, and almost 
ended up having to pay them to write this stuff! Keep 
sending your rumors to palmettohotline@yahoo.com  

 

Make him an offer he can't refuse.  

And the winning bidder, ummm, I mean Paddler is... Team Belize!  What a difference a decade makes- used 
to be all the best talent in the state gathered up and pounded the rest of us like we were a cheap cut of meat 
before the relatives came over.  Now instead of paying for a win through sweat, toil, misdirection and divorce 
court, Andrew and William  have finally learned to do it the old fashioned way- greenbacks! Who says a 
dollar doesn't go far anymore? This year a buck'll stretch 260 miles-that's up 30% from last year! 

The College Station-Aggie crowd has a top-secret list to fill their six-man boat, but it can’t be too top secret 
since it’s the same old crowd as usual.  A binion here or there, throw in a simmons or prochaska or two for 
good measure, and voila, the team is ready to paddle.  Their tales of (Wink, wink) “We’ll all be in tandem this 
year” (wink) is sort of Mynar-esque.  Only difference is that people used to care about the Mynar  fibs. 

I couldda  been a contenda,  

RG doesn't know what to make of this but rumors persist that Bugge and Shively will once again be Bugge & 
Shively. RG's prediction: everyone who got mad at John for running them over in a Multi can now 
experience getting run over by an Aluminum.  Puts a little tear in RG's eye's to see the old team back 
together, probably just cedar fever.  As for lead sled competition, the old timers will not want to get in the 
way of Clydesdale-class boat Kieffer/Doran -Doran.  It’s the only aluminum the RGs ever seen with less than 
two inches of freeboard, might need to run the entire 260 with their skirt on.  RG tip to Nomar and Norm:  If 
at least one of you can’t surf this tsunami wake to an easy finish in Seadrift, you might consider taking up 
bowling.  

Tandem U looks like a great slug-fest this year with 3 teams of former Safari winners going at it tooth and 
nail.    But who's the tooth and who's the nail? RG has to give a wee edge to MR.TY , if for no other reason 
than their initials almost spells "Morty ".  Of  course Mr. Mynar and company were quick to point out that 
their team’s intials almost spells SPAM, so that should get them the Miss Congeniality award, if nothing else.  
And the third team of former champs, you ask?? None other than Jerry and Mr. Humility himself, West.  The 
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word on the street is that he dumped Richard in a lover’s quarrel…no one could love West as much as 
himself.  Jerry’s taking it in stride, having loved West from afar…but in a manly way. 

Also in this division  one Jay "Horsefly" Daniels  and Pat Patresky, they're a dark horse to win this 
division.  All it'll take is, well... if the other three teams get swallowed up by a man eating gar, that would do 
it.  Or wheels, wheels might help... Or... 

Liam “cheap at any” Price and Edoh “The Professor” Samerish  is calculating their odds of winning C2. 
No algebra needed for this team, they intend to add it up to a first place.  However at these water levels, the 
RG thinks that they may need to program a “Stress Test” for Yankee paddlers. 

Wild Ma’am Curry  has decided that solo is the way to go.  His partner, Jason Duh, from last year couldn’t 
agree more, having realized by Hochheim that all of Tim’s encouraging banter (“You’re doing great; couldn’t 
be moving this fast without you;” etc.) was just talking to himself.  Looks like the Master Drill Sargeant 
Bowman is out for this year; gossip girl Cindy told the RG that he bulked up so much that his skinny little 
legs couldn’t hold him up anymore.  That leaves the solo race wide open for some of the folks who have been 
chasing the Brass Ring to make their move.  The RG saw Colorado River Mike staring at his DSX and his 
C-1 while flipping a coin.  But even Drost’s not deranged enough to go C-1, is he?? ’08 Novice champs, the 
Win Brothers are now in a quandary as to which class to run.  The lead sled does not interest them one bit 
anymore, but they told the RG that they’ll need an Obama stimulus check in order to afford the graphite 
beauty they want. 

Stella! STELLLLLLAAAAAA!   

..and speaking of nails... Ginsie's 5 gal boat has winnowed down to 2 , The minimum number she felt 
necessary to beat the Cowboys.  

But all is not well in the presumed women's champs camp, supposedly the three dismissed distaff paddlers 
was seen getting their hair done at the local Curl-up-n-Dye and have decided to join forces and not invite 
Ginsie or Debbie to their slumber party.  Erin’s  been working on her Masters Thesis-Channelization of the 
San Marcos River at Low Flow Conditions.  The RG overheard her singing a different tune recently, 
“Channelization or no, this high river bottom is no place for a solo-er.”  Could it be that she tells all the other 
solo gals, “No MAS” a la Roberto Duran? 

The Horror, The Horror  

Hanging out at Spencer's the other day RG couldn't help but notice a new 5 man boat in the works.  Assuming 
it was for next year's Safari for reasons we need not discuss here, RG was shocked, nay stunned to learn that 
Terry Alford  was assembling a 5-man team.  With Kent and Jason on his team, the RG expects a bit of 
conflict when they see Terry’s idea of a good rigging job (an extra easy snap rudder for a quick finish).  

RG was admiring the maroon tint job to Terry, who taking great offense replied, "That's burgundy, you 
philistine!"   RG  is not from -nor has he ever traveled to- the middle east, “sigh”, looks like it’s back to 
Thunderbird  for my next soiree. 

The story is that someone fired someone so the front 83% of Horsefly's former team is going to go in the 
Safari this year well ahead, no doubt, of Yrs. Truly. Is it just me or are there not just newer faces starting to 
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dominate, but younger ones as well? RG doesn’t believe the story that their team motto is,  “Will you get your 
fat, lazy rear out of our way, Sir? “ 

 

�������
��	
���
��

��   
compilation reporting from several racers, 

including Murray Hunkin,  

Nic Coute,  

Brad Pennington and  

Rusty Herbert   

 
Conditions:   Low water (low tide?), very high winds, cool temps  
Competitors:    

·  Nic Coute (K1 - Vajda Supersonic) 
·  John Baltzell (K1 - Legend XL)   
·  Murray Hunkin (K1 - Cleaver X)  
·  Brad Pennington (K1 - Plastex Ares/ Linjian Dragon)  
·  Rusty Herbert (K1 - Nelo Vanquish/ Kayakpro Aurum) 
·  Pete Rask (K1 - Flyte)  
·  Erin McGee (K1 - Plastex Athena)  
·  Tommy Yonley (Surf ski - Huki S1-X)  
·  Dave Rullis (Surf ski - Mako 6)    

Brad Pennington, Murray Hunkin and John Baltzell had the fastest sprints off the start.  Brad 
eventually led, with John drafting Brad, and Murray drafting John.  Shortly before the 1st bridge (I-
10), about a 1/2 mile into the race, Murray's paddle clipped John's rudder, forcing it up.  When it did 
not fall back into the water, Murray, showing good sportsmanship, tapped it again to get it back in 
the water.   Either the first impact, or the inability to steer while his rudder was still up, caused John's 
bow to hit Brad's stern.   No one capsized, and the three maintained their positions.    Just before the 
1st buoy turn at the 1-mile mark at Market Street bridge, Brad made a tactical blunder and gave up 
the lead & inside position heading into the turn, thinking the buoy turn was further downriver.  John 
and Murray executed better turns, and put a 20-meter lead on Brad as they began the first upstream 
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leg of the race.   

The headwinds going upstream were fierce, with gusts strong enough to rip the paddle out of their 
hands.    John was leading with Murray drafting him all the way back to the start line at Mile #2.  
They maintained about the same 20-30 meter lead over Brad.   Nic Coute, the 2008 Green's Bayou 
ICF K1 winner, was steadily gaining on Brad.    At the start-line (Mile #2), Murray stopped 
paddling.  His right forearm had cramped from gripping the paddle against the headwinds.  By the 
time he started up again, he was in 6th place.     

John began increasing his lead on Brad as they raced toward the 2nd buoy turn (Mile #3).    Nic 
caught Brad on the approach to the Normandy Street bridge (Mile 2.5), and began drafting his wing.  
As they rounded a corner a few hundred meters shy of the buoy, Brad tried to cut the angle close to 
shore, and grounded out in the mud with his under stern rudder.   He had to sprint to prevent Nic 
from passing, who took the deeper water in the middle.  As they rounded the buoy, Brad called for 
Nic to take a turn pulling.  Just as Nic began to pull in front, he made the same mistake Brad did just 
a few minutes earlier - he grounded out on the same shallow corner, this time with Brad taking the 
deep water in the middle.   Losing his potential drafting partner, Brad resumed chasing John alone.       

As they headed back downriver/downwind towards the start-line (Mile #4), John had substantially 
widened his lead to about 100-meters, but Brad appeared to be closing the gap.   The speeds were 
very fast going downstream; slow going upstream, due more to the wind than the current.   Nic was 
about 2 boat lengths behind Brad, and slowly gaining on him again.   As John exited the 3rd buoy 
turn (Mile #5) to head back upstream, Brad was also under the bridge heading into the turn.  Within 
that one mile, Brad cut John's lead from about 100-meters to 20m.  Brad struggled again on the turn 
(his Ares is a sprint layup K1 with a low turn radius) in the crosswinds, but not as badly as before.   
Nic caught Brad on the turn, and surged to pass him as they cleared the bridge.   Brad who was all 
too happy to enjoy his first draft of the race rather than sprint side by side with Nic.  Both of them 
were yelling as the headwinds tried to rip the paddle from their hands.  Nic's intervals further closed 
the gap on John.  A 1/2 mile later at the I-10 bridge, Brad passed Nic to take his turn pulling, but Nic 
struggled to keep his boat straight on Brad's wing, and instead dropped back about a boat length 
behind his stern.  In so doing, Nic missed a chance to recover on Brad's wake for the next 1/2 mile.     

Brad continued pressing short sprints all the way back to the start-line, and as they passed the Mile 6 
marker, he was 2 boat lengths behind John, who has now been leading the race alone for the last 4-
miles {Roy Tyrone took a great photo of the three as they passed the start-line here}.  A few more 
surges, still in view of the starting area, and Brad was riding John's wake.   Rather than draft John's 
bow wake in order to recover, Brad gambled that John was tired, and went for the kill right away.  
He surged forward and left to prevent John from riding his wake.  Two more intervals and he 
thought he had dropped him, only to see John's bow even with his hip - John has matched the effort, 
and was now riding Brad's wake.   The headwinds were gusting on/off at this point, making it 
difficult to guess when to surge, and frustrating because the surges didn't seem to result in much gain 
in speed.  Brad repeated the sprint counts a few more times, and by the time they reached the 
Normandy Street bridge (roughly Mile 6.5) he was alone in front, but only by a few seconds.   Nic 
had also matched the pace throughout, and was only a few seconds behind John.   Still anyone's race.   

Brad continued surging off & on, unaware of how close John and Nic were behind him.   As he 
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made a wide turn around the 4th and final buoy (Mile #7), John was right behind him, and once 
again, John cut a tighter arc around the buoy.  Exiting the turn, Brad was about a 1/2 boat length 
ahead, but they were on opposite sides of the bayou.  Brad surged again in an effort to keep John off 
his wake.  Nic reached the buoy just as Brad & John were finishing their turn, but this time Nic 
botched the turn, losing precious seconds in the process.   1-mile to go, downriver/downwind to the 
finish.    

Brad remained in front as they rounded the same corner that beached both he and Nic on the 
previous lap.   Brad was looking straight down, focusing on maintaining a vertical catch between 
surges.   Rusty Herbert was coming right at him, crossing the river from (Rusty's) right to (Rusty's) 
left as everyone had done in the race.   When Rusty realized that Brad didn't see him, he yelled.  
Brad looked up, and slammed on the brakes to avoid a head-on collision with Rusty.   Brad's heart 
rate went through the roof (Rusty's too), in part for the near-miss, and out of fear that John and/or 
Nic were going to pass him before he re-started his boat.  They didn't, but the lead was only a few 
seconds on John, and a few more seconds on Nic.     

With about a 1/2 mile / 800 meters to go, Nic and John continued to chase Brad, who was still 
alternating race-pace with sprints.   Each of the three have won a lot of races (solo and/or overall) 
since 2007 (at least 20 between them), but very rarely have all three been in the same race (the 2007 
ICF race is the only one that comes to mind), and never in a finish this close.   Brad was able to hold 
them off, finishing first, John was only a few seconds back to take 2nd, followed by Nic. 

They were in turn followed by Murray, Tommy, Rusty, Pete Rask, Dave Rullis and Erin McGee full 
results and times below.  Great effort by all, and again thanks to Grady for organizing the event.   
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Greens Bayou Canoe Classic
March 28, 2009

Cadet C-2 K-1 ICF
Abbasi, Adnan/Sisco, Conner 10:53 Pennington, Brad 1:06:50
Hill, Noah/Tuller, Clay 11:15 Baltzell, John 1:07:03
DeGray, Michael/Sisco, Austin 11:28 Couté, Nicolas 1:07:20
Jones, Matthew/Tuller, Jordan 12:16 Hunkin,Murray 1:10:40

Herbert, Rusty 1:12:34
Junior C-2 Novice Rask, Peter 1:16:13
Abbasi, Adnan/Allen, Jim 14:52 Steppe, Richard DNF
Dollinger, Addie/Rask, Sarah 15:23

Solo Unlimited
Youth C-2 Yonley, Tom 1:11:05
Dollinger, Addie/Winkler, Josh 20:33 Rulis, David 1:19:50
Coe, Sarah/Rask, Sarah 21:20
Abbasi, Adnan/Sweeney, Laura 21:27 USCA C-1 Men

Kissling, Randy 1:15:07
USCA C-2 Mixed Rask, Peter 1:15:11
Jackson, Jeremiah/McFerren, Stephanie 39:29 Poole, Lynn 1:21:34

USCA C-2 Women USCA C-2 Men
McFerren, Stephanie/Zeek, Melinda 45:02 Binion, Wade/Yonley, Tom 1:15:07
Coe, Rosemary/Zeek, Rebekah 45:13 Steppe, Richard/Tyrone, Roy 1:15:11

Gray, Frank/Kissling, Randy 1:21:34
K-1 ICF Woman
Magee, Erin 1:31:09

Cadet Unlimited
Abbasi, Adnan/Tuller, Clay/Tuller, Jordan 13:21
DeGray, Michael/Sisco, Austin/Sisco, Conner/Winkler, Josh 13:32  

“ From the North to the South,  
 Races Spreadin’ by Word of 
Mouth ”  

Or 

“ Somthin’ old or somthin’ new, 
pack up the paddles and strap 
the canoe ” 
 
This can sum up the buzz surrounding two races that  are on the 
calendar this year that both are claiming to be ove r the top in 
terms of paddlesport competition.  The first is a t raditional race 
held in rural Illinois, the Des Plains Marathon, th at is teaming up 
with the high level competition of the USCA Aluminu m Nationals for 
a weekend racing.  The second is a new event along the US and 
Mexican border put on by the local river stewards L os Caminos Del 
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Rio, and they promise to bring in the high level co mpetition from 
both sides of the border with good old fashioned pr ized money. 
 
The Des Plains River Canoe Marathon and USCA 
Aluminum Nationals 
The 2009 Aluminum Nationals  is being hosted by the Des Plaines 
River Association, Saturday May 16th , the day before one of the 
oldest canoe & kayak races in the country: the 52nd  Des Plaines 
River Canoe Marathon , Sunday May 17 . 
 
Aluminum Nationals : �14.2 miles on the Des Plaines River  from 
Vernon Hills to Wheeling, IL. �17’ 4 ”  stock Aluminum canoes. 
 
Des Plaines River Canoe Marathon : �18.5 miles on the Des Plaines 
River  from Libertyville to Mount Prospect: �22 classes for racing 
and recreational canoes and kayaks: �1250+ participants one of the 
biggest single course races in the country. 
 
There will be an extraordinary discount  at a very supportive luxury 
suites hotel   
3 mins from river ($69/suite, double occupancy, $10  per adult for 
up to � three more adults, accompanying kids 18 and under, free + 
more benefits).  Also as part of the festivities th ere will be a 
canoe racing clinic by Peter Heed  on Saturday afternoon, a Junior 
Challenge  with great trophies and prizes within the Saturday  
Aluminum Championships and a Saturday evening banquet  at a great 
restaurant, guest speaker Peter Heed, occasion of t he Aluminum 
Championship awards. 
 
The web pages will be up on www.canoemarathon.com   with 
registration forms, maps, course descriptions, and a lot more 
information. �Stay tuned. 
 
(Information Courtesty of Gareth Stevens Member, De s Plaines River 
Association Race Committee Director, 2009 USCA Stoc k Aluminum Canoe 
Marathon Championships)  
 
 
Los Laredos Rio Fest 
A first time event with high aspirations of bringin g in paddlers of 
all ages and skill levels.  The event (race and fes tival) will take 
place on October 17 th  on a largely rural and virtually untouched 
section of the Rio Grande River upstream of the twi n cities of 
Laredo and Nuevo Laredo.  Race course is a grueling  33 miles 
downriver with 20 or so drops and class 1-1.5 rapid s. 
 
The owners and host of the event, Los Caminos del R io, have raised 
almost 30K for prize money in 7 highly competitive classes 
including Unlimited, ICF and USCA class racing.  Th is race is 
unique in that it is bi-national and is held on int ernational 
waters and is also open to our neighbors to the sou th.  While USCA 
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and Unlimited racing is not well known to them, the ir abilities in 
ICF racing will rival some of our best competitors here in the 
states. 
 
The larger event will include an ICF style sprint d emonstration, 
and food and tequila tasting among the various boot hs of vendors.  
The promoters claim they have a lot more to offer t he whole family 
for a weekend of entertainment, more info on this n ew to follow.   
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Saturday, May 16th 2009  
www.texasriverchampionship.com 

 
The Texas River Championship is a race that will run 28 miles on the San Marcos river—from 
Staples dam to Zedler (Luling) dam.  There are three major divisions as follows: 
- Recreational (9:00 AM start) –  Solo and Tandem (All skill levels)  – plastic/aluminum boats 
- Racing (10:00 AM start) – Solo and Tandem (Intermediate paddlers) – no hull restrictions 
- Pro (11:00 AM start) – Solo and Tandem (Advanced paddlers) – no hull restrictions 
 
The featured event is the Pro Solo class.  Racers in this class will compete for cash prizes and the 
TCRA Solo Unlimited Champion title and traveling trophy.  Medals and certificates will be awarded 
for the other classes.  The Recreational, Racing, and Pro classes start at 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 
11:00 AM respectively.  There will be BBQ served at 4:00 PM (free for all TCRA members) and 
awards will be given at 4:30 PM.  The cutoff time for finishing the race is 5:00 PM.  Racers should 
choose their class based on their expected time to complete the race. 
 
For those of you who are not familiar with the upper San Marcos river, we should mention that there 
are some minor swift spots and rapids (maybe class I), but the real danger is submerged rocks and 
logs and shallow water in general.  There will likely be some places where an obstacle requires a 
quick portage, and with the low water level, there will be a lot of scraping bottom.  Please do not 
bring fragile boats onto this section of river!  
 
To register for the race, please go to www.texasriverchampionship.com and follow the easy 
instructions—all you need to do is send an email with your team information (entry fees are paid on 
race day via cash only).  If you register early (which, as I said, is incredibly easy), the entry fee is 
$25 + $5 insurance.  Race day signup will cost $40 + $5 insurance.  Once you register, you can 
change your class if needed.  Please sign up today!  For those of you who do not have Internet 
access, please register by calling Tommy Yonley at 832-443-5194 . 
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TCRA Member list  – please check your status on this member list and to make sure you do not 
miss out on the opportunity to support the single most important promoting organization of 
paddlesports in the state of Texas.  Check to make sure your “Member Date” is the current year to 
not miss out on your earned points and to keep your access the TCRA web page and newsletter. 
 
Family name First name Other name TYPE Member Date

Ackerman Cody Individual 2008

Alamo City Rivermen CLUB EXEMPT

Altonight (sp?) Santo ?

Ameen Richard Wife/Daughter/Son Individual 2008

Bailey Butch & family Family 2008

Baker Phil Dana(40), Hannah(12) Family 2009

Baltzell John   Individual 2008

Bayou City Whitewater CLUB EXEMPT

Bean David Individual 2009

Bildstien Sabine Greg Allen Family 2008

Binion Pete Becky (51) Family 2008

Binion Wade Family 2008

Bishop James Individual 2008

Bowden Phil Individual 2008

Boyett Grover Shawn Individual 2008

Branch Aidan Maggie, Elaine, Kati Family 2009

Brown Jayson Heather Berry Family 2008

Brown Cindy Barry Family 2009

Brown Jerry Individual EXEMPT

Bugge John Individual 2008

Cains Bill Individual 2008

Calvo David Individual 2008

City of Gonzales c/o Geri Lawing Business 2008

Cochran Jerry Linda Family 2008

Condie Andrew ?

Cook \ TP&WD Robert CLUB EXEMPT

Coute Nick Individual 2008

Crosson Tim Individual 2008

Curry Timothy Individual 2008

Dahl Johan Individual 2008

Dallas Downriver Club CLUB EXEMPT

Daniel Jay Kristin/Kasey Family 2009

Derrick Peter Kathy Family 2008

Deviney Lee Family 2008

Dignan Thomas Individual 2008

Dluhy Jason Individual 2008

Doran Jimmy Individual 2008

Drost Mike Individual 2008

DuPont John Veronique Family 2008

 
 
 
�
�
�
�
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Family name First name Other name TYPE Member Date

Ellman Eric Los Caminos Del Rio Business 2008

Elvig Jack Individual 2009

Emmshoff Joy Individual 2008

Erskine John Individual 2008

Gibson Gary Aaron Family 2009

Glock Jeff Eva (27) Family 2008

Goynes Tom Individual 2008

Gray Frank Teddy Family 2008

Great Castel Kayak Race c/o Jeri Arsenault Jeri Business 2008

Hansen West Lizette 50/Isabella 9 Individual 2009

Harras John Mark Family 2008

Harris Cayla Individual 2008

Helm Tom Individual 2009

Herbert Rusty Sharlene Family 2009

Hicks Grady Eileen(50+)/Travis (17) Family 2008

Hoffart John Individual 2009

Howell Canoe Livery Frank Evelyn & Levi Business EXEMPT

Hunkin Murray Individual 2008

Jechow Susie Individual 2008

Johnson Scott Ana Fam 2008

Kieffer Ken Individual 2008

Kissling R.D. Individual 2008

Kohut Morgan Individual 2009

Kohut Gary Individual 2009

Lashway Robin Individual 2009

Laskoski Cory Individual 2008

Lockwood Charles Individual 2008

Magee Erin Individual 2009

McCord Marc Individual 2008

McCormick Richard Individual 2008

McGuire Michael Jenifer, Marlene Family 2008

Meurer Cindy Individual 2009

Meyer Phil Individual 2009

Meyer Phil Individual 2009

Mraz Zoltan Individual 2008

Myers William Robert Individual 2008

Mynar Fred Individual 2009

Nelson Roger Janet/Stephen/Alex/Katrina/Amy/Emily Family 2008

Orr Holly Bill, William Family 2008

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
Family name First name Other name TYPE Member Date

Palestine Paddlers  CLUB EXEMPT

Parker Marvin Luke Individual 2008

Penning Paul Carol Family 2008

Persyn Matt Individual 2008

Pontius \ USCA Mary Ann CLUB EXEMPT

Poole Lynn Nancy Family 2008

Prochaska Sammy Individual 2012

Pye Jim Dawn Family 2008

Qualls John Individual 2008

Quitta Pete Individual 2008

Rask Doug Joanna(56), Phillip (17), Sarah (16), Jonathan (13) Family 2009

Reed Grady Jennifer, Kirsten Family 2008

Reiter Sheila Jason Mittman Family 2008

Rendon Mike Tracy (41), Alexis (16), Caitlun (13) Family 2009

Rhaburn Jerry Ind 2008

Richardson Debbie Individual 2009

Riley Mike Individual EXEMPT

Scioli Mike Denise (51) Family 2008

Sherrod Vance Individual 2008

Simmons Michael Individual 2010

Slaten Curt Individual 2009

Smart Bobby Pam Family 2008

Smith John David Individual 2008

Spain Bob Joy Emshoff Family 2009

Spencer Canoes Business EXEMPT

Startz Kennith & Laura Family 2008

Stauss Ginsie  Individual 2008

Steppe Richard Individual 2009

Stevenson Chris Individual 2008

Stinson Mike Family 2009

Thompson Rachael Individual 2009

Trainum Bruce Sandy Individual 2008

Turner Ginger Individual 2008

U.S. Canoe CLUB EXEMPT

U.S. Canoe Association CLUB EXEMPT

Velez Walter Individual 2008

Walls Don Tara Walls  Barbara Walls Family 2008

Ward James Janet, Jennifer, Jessica Family 2008

Watson Steve Individual 2008

White Billy Individual 2008

Wilkinson Tom ?

Williams (Florida Competiton Paddlers Assoc) Glennis CLUB EXEMPT

Wueste Jeff Individual 2008

Wytaske Rob Individual 2008

Yeager Megan Dodd, Abigail, Norianne Family 2010

Yonley Tommy & Sandy Family 2009

Zeek Don Sandy, Rebekah (17), Family 2008

Zimmerman Roger  William (11),Verity (7) Individual 2008

�
�
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TCRA  
2009 Membership Application  

 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________ City________________ State _____ZIP _______ 
 
Email: ________________________________ Phone: __________________________  
 
Exclude your contact information from the membership directory?  Yes  No  
 
Type of Membership: Youth $5 Individual $15  
 
Family $20 Business $25  
 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP is available to any person age 18 as of January 1 of the membership year.  
 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP shall consist of the members of a household. The household dependents other than 
the parents or guardians must be less than 18 years of age as of January 1 of the membership year. 
Dependents age 18 as of January 1 of the membership year must obtain their own membership.  
 
YOUTH MEMBERSHIP is available to any person under 18 years of age as of January 1 of the membership 
year.  
 
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP is available to any organization.  
If a Family membership, please list family members below:  
Name         Age (as of Jan 1, 2009)  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------                   ------------------------------------ 
 
Make checks payable to: TCRA  
 
Send to:  
Debbie Richardson, Membership Chairperson  
7825 Beauregard Circle #20A 
Austin, TX 78745�


